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A PUSHY DOG 
sleep on dog beds, not human beds. 
Family members should not descend to 
floor level to wrestle with the dog but, 
rather, involve him in play where he fol-
lows the rules - or the fun ends. A game 
of Frisbee™ or fetch, in which the toy is 
returned to hand, is ideal.  

No Free Lunch 

            A pushy dog needs structure. Obe-
dience training can give both parties a 
common language through which to 
communicate. Once the dog knows a sit 
and stay/wait command, it can be used 
during dinner preparation to control 
counter surfing and begging; before exit -
ing homes, elevators or cars - when the 
dog wants to claim new territory ahead 
of his handler - and to accomplish tasks 
such as grooming and feet wiping, which 
most bossy dogs disallow.  

            Teach a long "down in place" for 
some peace and quiet during and aft er 
dinner, and feed the dog after all hu-
mans have dined, as a gentle reminder 
of his ranking in the family pack. Make 
the dog work for every treat, and exer-
cise him on a schedule - going out should 
not be his for the asking. However, it is im-
perative to take into account the dog's 
development stage and activity level 

             He decides where you go on walks, 
when you play and for how long and 
what side of the couch you sit on. He inter-
rupts phone conversations and charges 
into new environments ahead of you. No, 
he's not an overbearing spouse or fast -
track coworker, he's your dog. And with-
out an immediate attitude adjustment, this 
four-footed despot will be barking "Off 
with their heads!" in no time. 

             Pushy canines come in all sizes, from 
the Lhasa apso who will not let you make 
the bed to the Rottweiler mix who grabs 
hold of your arm (with his teeth) when you 
attempt to leave the park before he is 
ready. Many of these dogs are bold and 
overconfident and relish dominating both 
people and other dogs. Some are reluc-
tant leaders who take charge in a family 
when no one else assumes the mantle of 
pack leader. Most are males, although fe-
males swell the ranks as well. Whatever 
the size, sex or situation, these pretenders 
to the throne need to be put in their place 
via a benign yet effective leadership pro-
gram. 

             First, establish rules, and ensure that 
all household members are willing to com-
ply with them, because consistency is cru-
cial. Pushy dogs do not have furniture 
rights. They must stay on floor level and 
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when establishing a schedule that will meet 
his needs. 

Leader of the pack  

             While out walking, take charge by us-
ing controlled walking and heeling com-
mands. Give the dog plenty of feedback 
on his performance, praising the good and 
warning him before he gets into trouble. 
Execute about-turns if the dog is forging 
ahead, and counter canine body blocks 
he may use to control your pathway by 
leaning into him. Insist on a sit at every cor-
ner, and change pace whenever you de-
sire, not when the dog does. 
 
             The length of the program depends 
on the dog. For some, pushiness is part of 
the testing done during adolescence. 
Once a canine teen sees there is nothing to 
be gained by the behavior, he may back 
off. The dog who reluctantly takes charge 
because no one else does usually is re-
lieved to be a follower again and seldom 
needs more than a 30-day program. 

             For others, especially those genet i-
cally linked to the guarding breeds, such as 
Akitas, Rottweilers, Doberman pinschers, 
bullmastiffs and Great Pyrenees, a leader-
ship program becomes a way of life. With-
out it, there may be some bloodshed on 
the ascent to the throne - that of human 
family members who get in the way when 
their dog says "I don't want to," expressed 
eloquently through a bite. 

             Step forward, and regain your throne. 
Instead of banishing him from your king-
dom, direct your dog toward the role he 
was born to play so charmingly and disarm-
ingly - that of court jester. 

 
 
 

"Cuteness Conquers All" 
Bob Lovka 

Pets Rule! 
Fun Facts,  

Helpful Tips & Fictions 

Maricopa County  

Animal Care & Control (AC&C)  

is “ dedicated to promoting and  

protecting the health, safety, and  

welfare of pets and people in  

Maricopa County”  

AC&C is a full service  
animal welfare organization  

with animal care centers, adoptions,  
field services, licensing and  

education programs.  
 

West Valley Animal Care Center and mailing address: 
2323 S. 35th Ave.,  
Phoenix, AZ 85009 
602) 506-PETS (7387)  

pets.maricopa.gov 

Other Animal Care Center locations: 
2630 W. 8th St.      5231 N. 35th Ave  
(MESA)                   (PHOENIX) 


